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ARMY OBSERVER'S VIEW OF PHILIPPINE (QUESTION.
That the Filipinos have not the capacity for and

that tremendous injustice would be done (he various? racrs of the
Philippines by forcing what would practically rule"
upon them, is the opinion of Capt. George II. Shelton, U.S.A., ex-

pressed in an article in the January number of the North-America-

Review. Captain Shelton prefaces his criticism of the Filipinos by
stating that he has lived in five of the largest islands of the group
for three years, and has been for five years in close touch with Phil
ippine affairs, and necessarily a student of them, ' , -
- "I like the Filipinos, and nnmbcr many of them. as friends," he

aayg.- - "I count myself their friend; and I speak as their friend when
I say that they areSaeking now, individually and collectively, In the

'capacity for and particularly for
under Republican forms, and that,- - left t themselves, chaos will
sooner or later inevitably result." The military observer' bases his
conclusions principally" on the fact . that the Filipinos are Malayan
and a tropical people,'' and no where have tropical peoples yet car-

ried to success. Most of them, indeed, are, still sub-

ject races, without thought in. a wide sense of anything different.
Again, excepting the aboriginal Negritos, a vanishing stock with-
out 'future, the moss of Filipinos is pure or nearly pure Malayan.
As an item of heredity, there is no case in history whore the Malay
of himself has been able to create a government, or has done aught
to advance the arts of civilization. Yet in justice we are interested
here in a different order of Malayan peoples than the general run.
Excepting the pagan tribes and the Moros,' some seven-eighth- s 'of
the inhabitants of the 'Philippines, or nearly seven million in num-'be- r,

are Christians, ' who for more than three centuries have been
under th tutelage of Western Christian civilization. It is this great
majority that is meant ordinarily by ttyo term Filipinos, and it is
this body that concerns us now. i. . .

"

. "Much has been written of the Filipinos during the last twenty
years, and much of tho testimony is favorable. Most of the Ameri
cans, who since 1898 have visited the islands speak well of them. They
are quiet, moral-albe- it, perhaps, in another than Western sense-gene- rous

and hospitable, and devoted to their families. Taken young,
they are easily led, easily educated, and develop under training
marvelourf manual dexterity. , They are highly imitative. ( They love
music. They arc sensitive.. "Well led, they have shown marked
loyalty to persons rather than ; causes- - and denied the character
istie of Jreachery imputed tq the Malay. Well led, also, they have
ihnvn TnnrVfwl TttivciinnT inii rn rr V. ...... U.K. I UJ "" V . - . . p. V. . . ,, , .

' '.'Now these are all desirable qualities, but are they sufficient of
themselves to assure capacity for separate nationality; much less
for maintenance pf popular nt f A people easily led

may. it is true, be easily governed.'' The United States since the es
tablishment of civil government has found few practical difficulties
in. governing the Filipinos. But easy control of peoples easily led
is dependent nann the number and nnwpr of leaders Pennln ennilv
led in one direction are easily, led in another, and, with the develop
ment pf different and equally powerful leaders, division and.cor- -

' responding difnculty in control might readily follow.. Generosity,
morality, hospitality, and the' other qualities enumerated do not of
themselves signify capacity for, progress or seif-eontro- l. For load
ership, for progress in any line, there must ""be always energy and
initiative. And unfortunately no one has, testified; tp the. possession
of epergy and initiative by the Filipinos.' No one ean-t- ha Filipinos
do not possess them ; they lack them utterly. ' 1

', "But the lack of these qualities, it may, be said,' Is asserted, not
esiaoimneu. exceptions occur to an. uizai, ine Filipino Tnartyr;
Aguinaldo, who leu the insurrection ; the crippled Mabmi, his nun
ister and intellect; Bonifacio, the illiterate ,but powerful chief . of
the Katipunan, who died because in rAguinaldo's '.way; Antonio

.' Luna, war minister of 'the Malolos government, who died for the
tame, reason Sixto Lopez, the insurgent emissary to the United
States ; Areneto, chief justice of the islands; Arellano, attorney gen- -

eral; Speaker Osmena of the'aHserably; Manuel Quezon,' the active
commissioner representing the Philippines' jn the congress , of the
United States; Agripay, the leader of the Philippine Church; Sumu- -
Inner l tr rit a Ha Topai1! T.im Hfona "oil in nnMiA 1 i Cvn, ' P - v. v uvv.u, u.iu, 4u'f, ... 1 w....... w . i. I r I. IV i iv iuq.
in literature, in medicine, or law all these and others have revealed
energy and initiative in many different directions. And there are

; uative-boc- n, outside of public life and the 'learned professions, en
gaged in commerce, agriculture, or industry, that have shown these
qualities finely in their own lines of work.. Assuredly energy and
initiative are essential to independent existence,! but. how, in the
lace or tnese notable examples, is it possible to deny their posses
sion to the Filipinos! The answer is simple. - It is nothing against
the. native-bor- n named and all the others that might be named tp
say that they establiHhvrW'thing" for the Filipinos, since they them
selvesare not Filipinos, This is the fundamental fact of blood that
tell the whole story of the Philippines. These' and everyjiatjve
born that has reached distinction in any line, that has even of him
self attained mediocrity, are mestizos mixed of blood. The strain
that has given them the desire to advance, to struggle, to succeed
is not Malay, not Filipino; it is foreign.

"Jf we turn the islands adrift, if we leave them to the dominance
of a few thousand Chinese part-bloo.d- s, will they attempt to give
the Filipinos a future in this wayf Tt does not seem likely. The
Chinese mestizo despises the Chinese as only a relative fan, Will
they attempt to find a future in some other way for tho pure-blo- o

native! to raise him to their standard, socially and politically! . It
seems equally unlikely. The mestizo.' despises the pure of blood as
only the mixed can. What, then, will be the outcome ! Class con
trol, first of all; then class hatred; and then chaos." ' ,

Captain Sheljon elaborates this view by going into the details
of the Malolos government, established by Aguinaldo, which was,
as proved by the records of that government seized by the Ameri

'.. cans, republican only In name. In fact it was and was intended to
be an oligarchy. The men who controlled in that government would
be the men, or men of the same class, who would control in what
ever independent government might be given the Filipinos at any
time in the near future. It would be a group of the same
ing mestizos and "nothing was further from their thoughts than
the maintenance of a government that should admit to equality with
them, either socially or politically, the voieeless mass of the Fill
pino peoples. '.""'--

"A government by themtoday would he, no different. - For so
Jong as it lasted it would h.no more than n mentizo oligarchy in

:. absolute and selfish control of seven million Filipinos. Their blood
their training, and their practise establwh this. Neither the we
fare of the Filipino nor the pride of the American is to be preserved
by helping to such an end.",

(,.'; .i '
" When will Kealoha reach his climax ! f His last fantastic turn has
been to introduce a resolution at a supervisorial meeting in Ililo t
set aside money for the purchase of a new automobile for himself
What a. wonder this fellow would have been if he had only know
that honesty is the' best policy, even for a politician.
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. ' ' 4 .' THE MEXICAN MENACE, '7 ,'

W. Morgan Shuster, in his latest article on International affairs
in the current number of the Century, deals with the attitude. of the
Washington administration towards Mexico in a manner that ap
pears certain to attract very wide attention. He styles his comments
'The Mexican Menace" because the situation south of the liro

Grande and the 'American attitude involves not only our relationship
with fourteen million fellow-American- s, he says, but "our prestige,
influence and amity with the wealthiest and most powerful nations
of the civilized world hang in the balance."v Mr. Shuster believes
that President Wilson correctly interpreted American public opinion
when he announced tht there would be po recognition PI iTesidcnt
luerta, but he failed to. appreciate what would happen after Huerta

refused to be counted out on the moral score, as he has. ' -

The solut ion of the Mexican problem, as! proposed by Mr1. Shus
ter, is for the United States to1 invite the leading powers to partici
pate in a joint disciplinary invasion of Mexico, the very, threat of
which might bring warring Mexico to her senses; the performance
of which certainly would. Single action by the United States would
mean war with a united Mexico ; joint action by the powers, led by
the United States would not result in war, as Mexico could not ex-

pect to fight the world and there would be no disgrace in the leaders
of all the factions bowing to the inevitable and stopping their fight
ing long enough to return to their sober senses.. '.''''..'

Moral intervenliort'.' has failed, says the writer, 'and in tho same
category must be placed the tenuous hopes which have been (Unoffi

cially expressed that; some rebel or Constitutionalist leader would
show himself Bane enough and strong enough to receive recognition
as a belligerent,, or possibly 'to take Mexico City from Huerta, and
afford an opportunity to recognize the captor as an m execu
tive. Unfortunately, if Huerta should abdicate tomorrow, or if any
rebel leader in Mexico now known to the world should take Mexico
City, there is no reason to believe that the general situation through-
out that unfortunate land would bo substantially' altered. Such a
new dictator, whatever he might style himself, would.be faced by
the same local or internal problems, jealousies, and hatreds which
have, afflicted and obstructed Huerta. There would still be Constitu
tionalists in arms against the nepv 4 insider. ', Band jtsS accustomed to
live on the country wmuid hardly lay down their weapohs and sud
denly take to a life of prayer and fasting!. Disappointed candidates
Iflr the office of, generalissimo of the Constitutionalist nrly would
promptly go to the hills and shout, 'Down with the new upstart 1'

n other'words, some form of foreign intervention nnd assistance
will be just as necessary then as it is now; probrthly evcri more so."

Mexico needs a breathing spell, a reasonable respite. from inter
necine strife' and butchcrous brigandage paradejin thc guise of
patriotism. If there are solid and sane elements in Hhe political
maelstrom, they must be given an opportunity t assert themselves
in Calmer waters. Regarding this, Mr. Shuster say:- - ,A '

"X, Mexico can secure this respite within any reasonable time in
one: of only two ways: either by the sudden and miraculous
agreement of all the factions and people on some one leader who
can secure the recognition of the powers, or by forcible outside
interference to such extent, as to secure comparative, peace while

''f'plan is" devised for holding an election under foreign superyiV
sion, with the understanding, that the successful candidate will,
be placed and held in power, if , necessary, by foreign bayonets.;
Otherwise, the worid may expect the same sickening story .of .

Madero over again. i 'v' '''' '.;. ' '"' 7
V It is for these reasons that some positive plan of' action Seems
wiser than the present policy of waiting, for soWthiagto turn-
up for the miracle to happen. Day by day th,e cdhiitry Is being ;

devastated, - railroads are destroyed, houses and props' burned,
innocent men, women and children killed, while various generals
direct their motley armiesgainst the'federal triops.. There is
no agreement as to what wiH happen even If thYebels succeed.'
If . then., there could ever be any .justification forSfcreiarn "Inter
vention hi Mexico, surely .the time has arrived.; ?wW rfelay until-- .

t priate-force- !
, .''"-- t v '" :' ? V

'. xi-- uie powers oi tne.woria navenot yet maae tnvinnjr'niinas
' that they, would be justified in intervening iri jrexjco, tIJen they

1- should retire from any interference whatsoever ,with Mexican
affairs, ''express no opinions on the merits, warn .their citizens',

'and. subjects to-fle- and allow, Huerta, Carranza'ancho Villa, ;

y and half a dozen others to fight it out to-T-i finish." V ,;
But if the powers have decided that" Ifls ..their .fight to ihterV

vene at some time, not only to protect their subjects and their,
property, but, as some express it, in the name of humanity, then

' no international suspicions or sparring for position should be
allowed to delay the practieal execution 'of the idea, '

.

The United States, as the nation most vitally concerned, could
perfectly well take the ground that patience had flow ceased to

'. be a victue from any point 6f view, and propose to the other
powers, interested a joint ultimatum to the Huerta government
and all otters in arms in Mexico. This notification' should call. ;

'for an immediate cessation of hostilities and foreshadow . the
.designation by tlje powers of a provisional executive, Who should
have full power to prepare the ground, for a general election for .

a President and federal congress (he himself being held ineligi-
ble), the election to be conducted under, the supervision of for-- ',

eign commissioners. Warning should be given in the ultimatum
, that failure to accept these terms would be followed ban inter-

national expeditionary force which would take the .country un-
der military control pending such time as order could be restor
ed and valid elections held; . This would be very blunt diplomacy,.
but it would be more efficacious than mere suasion. , ,

IN TIME OF PEACE, PREPABE FOE PEACE.

, The Public, a Chicago publication, devoted to the Single Tax pro
paganda and to war against war, believes that now is' the time for
the United States to stnke a paralyzing blow at Japan that will for
evr remove the Japanese war bogey and complete' the safety of the
Pacific Coast. "Japan is sorely afflicted," says the public. "This
is ov opportunity to strike. , Burdened already .to the very limit
of endurance by the cost of the Russo-Japanes- e war, crop failures
have left millions of her people at the point .of starvation. .And
now is added the horrors of volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and
tidal waves. Seldom does such an opportunity come to a' nation to
overcome its opponent. ' This is our chance to render Japan forever
harmless. , One, bold stroke now, and . our Pacific Coaat will be as
safe from Japanese invasion as the "State of Colorado. This is the
psychological moment.. We may never qgain have such an oppor
tunity. '. ," ' ;'

"But it is not with dreadnoughts oc supcr-dreadnough- is "that the
blow must be struck. It is not by any form of force that the Japa
nese are to be overwhelmed. Physical blow will provoke physical
blow in return. Were we to over-aw- e 'Japan today with a great
armada, she would assume yet greater burdens, she would starve
yet other millions of her people to retaliate, But by Bendjng her
shiploads or food instead of shiploads of guns and armed ien,. we
shall by one blow disarm her. The cost of a single battleship spent
Jor-foo- d to save theso starving men, women and children will d
more to render our coast safe from attack than all the dreadnoughts
we, could launch. The price of one battleship expended in succor
ing these unfortunate people will save the building of twenty bat
tleships in the future Will our congress rise tp the occasion! Never
has a nation had a better opportunity to show its real worth. '

. Hawaii with her Volcano scene and Maui with her Silver Sword
display will attract lots of attention in the Floral Parade at Hono.
lulu. B4 just jvait until Kauai's Spouting Horn turns the corner
Jt will be something new and that is what the peoplo will bo loot
ing tor.-(Jarde- Island

LIPTINO THE EMBARGO 13 FT WISE7
There is more" or less difference of opinion among 'military

here as to the wisdom of the policy of permittiu the
importation of arms and ammunition and Immitions of war into
Mexico. While the Federal party had been able o purchase these
applies abroad, the dubious finances of, the government and the

practical blockade of Mexican ports by United States warships had
the effect of causing foreign armorers to go very slow in selling
their wares to Huerta. '

While the lifting of the embargo and the open exportation of arms
into that troubled .country may relieve the American troops on the
border of some of their more onerous duties in preventing smug
gling, it may prove a greater evil in the end. Whether this policy
meets with the approval of the wardepartment is not stated, but
it seems more than likely that it does not, However, with tTTo mem-
ory of the Carabao incident fresh in mind, it is. hardly likely that

;

'.
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